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As a teenager I always looked forward to the August editions of Railway Modeller back in the early 

1970’s as these usually featured model railways in the great outdoors. I particularly remember a 

gentleman named William “Bill” Stocks and his delightful Heatherfield Light Railway with its eclectic 

mix of rolling stock, featured in 1976, I believe.  It was this, and other articles including a feature on 

Archangel Models, that kindled my interest in a railway in the garden. 

Fast forward some forty years, and the flame of interest is rekindled. I’ve followed what is probably 

a well trodden route – I joined the 16mm Association, and importantly the HAG, and accepted early 

invitations to visit member’s garden lines. Tony Skraga showed me what could be achieved, and it 

was Bob Petch who convinced my wife, Jeanette, that a railway in the garden could be seen as an 

enhancement rather than a hindrance. So the die was cast and what seemed unachievable to a 

teenager is now a reality, so here goes…my first steps towards a garden railway. 

My garden line is a modest affair. Jeanette is not averse to “extensions” but we both agreed it best 

that I start with something achievable and within my abilities. Grander schemes can come later. I 

settled on using Filcris materials made from recycled plastic for the track bed, and especially after a 

chat with Martin Petch confirmed his positive experience of using the material.  

   

Initially I ordered Filcris planks and ripped these into stringers, and cut cross pieces to create ladders. 

The cross pieces are fixed to the stringers using decking screws. These ladders are pitched to a width 

to accept 32mm track; this technique is well documented on the internet and can also be seen on 

the Filcris website. This is what is happening on the LH side of the photograph, above, and you end 

up with a ladder arrangement as shown in the RH photograph. However, I was not entirely happy 

with the end result as the Filcris tended to bow, and I ended up with purchasing laser cut Filcris tops; 

these are CNC cut to the correct radii (38” in this instance, and a standard Filcris stock item designed 

for PECO set track curves). I was not confident at the time in laying the ladder track bed and fitting 

the track to it, and so preferred fixed radius curves.  
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I had been advised to keep the railway as level as possible, and as my garden is on a slight slope I 

raised the Filcris ladders with Filcris posts cut to length. These posts fitted snugly between the 

stringers. I didn’t want a lot of “concrete in holes” on the lawn so I just banged these posts into the 

ground and the Filcris tops were then re-fitted. This worked well but time will tell as to the overall 

stability of the whole assembly over a number of years. 

 

So I ended with an entirely rot-free track bed as in the above photograph. Now, what about the 

station area in the gap ? 

Here I reverted to traditional materials and methods, consuming a supply of donated boards (seen in 

the background of the photograph, above) and creating a platform raised on posts fixed into the 

ground with Blue Circle “Postcrete”. A couple of friends helped me with this and I was surprised at 

how quickly the whole platform went together. I had purchased a simple hand auger to aid digging 

the holes, and my friends made short work of preparing the holes and concreting in the posts. This 

has given me the confidence to use this approach on any extension. 

 

And after fitting the roofing felt and laying the track, I have the beginnings of a modest but useable 

garden railway.  

So there we have it…now onto the planting and landscaping ! And the ballasting. 
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Lessons learned (and yes, some may seem obvious !) 

 Think like a builder when building the track bed, don’t “over engineer” 

 Use the “post in hole with concrete” method for the extension; I now have the confidence to 

do this and this approach would probably stabilise the Filcris ladder arrangement 

 I realised that the Filcris tops fitted to the ladders were not always level in the lateral plane 

so I purchased a bag of double glazing packing pieces of assorted thicknesses. These are 

colour coded and proved very useful for levelling the track bed surface. They are fitted on 

top of the ladder and under the Filcris tops so the colourful plastic doesn’t show ! 

  

 

 

 

 


